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Summertime
Active for the
Coalition

The Coalition's Fifth
Annual Meeting brought
together over fifty Coali-
tioners for a celebration
in song. The Annual
Meeting vas also a fo-
rum to honor members
of the community
ttuough the Coalition
Peer Recognition
Awards. This year, Peer
Recognition Awards
were issued to Dave
Dunn, Organizer of the
United Neighborhood
Organizatio4 Ken Russell,
set up person and
friendly face at all the
monthly Coalition meet-
ings; Chris Hunsiriger,
Executive Director of the
North Adams Community
Development Corpora-
tion; and Paul Hopkins,
moderator for the 0pin-
ion Show and ner/scaster
for WMNB. All recipi-
ents have made a differ-
ence in the quality of life
for Northern Berkshire
residents. A special
award was given to State
Representative Dan Bos-
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an impact on the lives of
Northern Berkshirites.
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featured original son8s
and tuaoo ryith a hoalth

atrd human services
theme. Thanks to the
host of Northern Berk-
shire Tonight, Ken
Sviatek, for his part in
serving as the host of the
Coalition Follies. Ken's
songs and vry humor
added to the perform-
aoces by the Wonen's
Services Singers, Mary
Daniels' Poetic Moment;
a duet of 76 trombones
performed by Bob Ron-
trow and hvieht Killum;
the Ballad of the C,oalition
vritten by Bob Dylan and
At Bashevkin; and the
talented duo of Ilwight
Harrov and Kayte Miller
vho wrote and sang the
Mental Health Anthem.
The Follies would have
been singers vithout an
orchestra if not for the
donatioo of kazoos
(enough to equip all in
attendance) by Cariddi
Sales. hvieht Killum kept
everyone alive vith his
masterful piano a@om-
paniments. Thanks to all
who helped make the
Coalition Follies of Caba-
ret caliber. What vill ve
do for the Coalition's
Sirth Annual Meetiag ?

Sdrty llet Wort
This past year, North-

ern Berkshire has erperi-
enced its share of eco-
nomic difficulties. As the
economy has dvindled,

so has the support for the
infraotruoturo of tho

area. Public education,
day care, health and
mental health care, and
statewide entitlement
services have all seen
fewer resources despite
increased demand for
services. Where is the
state headed? Privatna-
tion seems to be the
catch word of the present
administration. Yet there
are fears that, lite other
industries that have been
deregulated (transporta-
tion, communications,
banking), this prociess
will not viden the gap
betT/een the classes in
Massachusetts.

Advocary has been
stymied. But a nev
movement is underfoot,
entitled Safety Net Work.
Safety Net Work, a 501
(c) (a) non profit corpo-
ration, vill eogage Masa-
chusetts residents in
citizen lobbying oa hu-
man serice needs issues.
It has been inspired and
assisted by the successful
citizen lobbying organiea-
tion 20120 vision vhich
advocates on peac€ and
environmental issues on
the national level in over
170 U.S. Congressional
districts. Safety Net Work
asks for t20 | year (or
vhat people can afford),
and twenty minutes a
month from advocates to

address a different
hoalth aad human oorv-

ice issue / nonth. Each
monthly issue is chosen
by a core group, vhich is
presently forming in
Northern Berkshire. To
become part of the
Northern' Berkshire Core
Group, sme to the core
group meeting, Thursday,
September 5 at 4:30 at
85 Main St (North
Adams), room 304.

ll+ lom Smd Cflic
Funding for the Coali-

tion has seeo difficult
times through cuts in
higher education and in
specific, the UMASS
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Medical Center. The
Northern Berkshire
Health and Human Serv-
ices Coalition, along with
a host of health and hu-
man services programs
have applied to the Small
Gties applications of
North Adams. Adams,
and the combined appli-
cation for Williamstovn
and other small tovns for
funding to continue the
Coalition's vork. Thanks
to Arlene Schiff (North
Adams), Joan Haddad
(Adams), and Tom Webb
(Berkshire Housing De-
velopment Corporation)
for their assistaoce in
preparing the small cities
grants for Northern Berk-
shire. The Mass Snall
Cities Program is a fed-
eral program conceived
to assist the lov and
moderate income popula-
tions of smaller towns. It
is administered in Massa-
chusetts through E0CD.

Frmts Hrc l|rs
This summer sav the

opeqing of Parent's Place,
a social/educational facil-
ity for parent's of North-
ern Berkshire. The dedi-
cation of Parent's Place
on June l9th vas testi-
mony to the pover of a
Coalition. Berkshire Cen-
ter for Families and Ctril-
dren and the Family Life
Support Center, as co-
sponsors of this protram
greeted parents and

agency personnel to the
open house. Parent's
Place schedule of activi-
ties is impressive, and
vith the help of the
Northern Berkshire
United Way, the William-
stovn Community Chest,
and private donors,
Parent's Place vas able to
open its doors officially
on July l. Erciting nevs
came from the Kellogg
Foundation to Bob Ron-
nov (FLSC). Kellogg vill
fund Parent's Place to
assist vith operating er-
peoses as this erciting
program is getting its
funding base secured.
Repofls ate that Parent's
Place is vell used by
parents, and is off to a
good start. Parent's Place
is aa outgrowth of the
Parenting Issues Task
Force that the Coalition
initiated in January of
1990. The phone oum-
ber for the Parent's Place,
103 Main Street (Dovlin
Block), Znd floor. North
Adams is 664-4J97.

t.|lO *ighbchood llotc
The United Neighbor-

hood Association, a pro-
gram of the River / Hall I
Bracewell Avenue atea of
North Adams, has $een
lots of street work during
the summer. The City of
North Adams is upgrad-
ing the infrastructure of
the neighborhood and
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vill finish with a street
resurfacing, erpected to
be completed before the
snosr flies. Summer ac'
tivity for UNO has seen
increased police activity
and a number of neiSh-
borhood events at the
sandbanks. UNO is Bear-
ing up for its first all
neighborhood meeting of
the fall, scheduled for 0c-
tober 3 at 7 PM at the
Salvation Army.

$sitB llcws
The steering committee

for the Coalition is greet-
ing a ner/ member as it
says so long to a hard
vorking member. Meg
LeRay's term for the
steering is complete, and
Margie Cohan has volun-
teered to fill the steering
vacancy. The present
members of the steering
spmmittee include : Neil
Novik (er-officio), Mar-
gie Cohan (93), Kate Hill
(921, Al Bashevkin, Linda
Trala $D, Fred Nicho-
laev (91), George Mercier
(91), Magtie Bittman
(91), Theresa Louison
(93), and Al Nelson O2l.
There is room for nev
membership to the steer-
ing committee of the
Coalition. Steering Com-
mittee members commit
themselves to one addi-
tional meeting / month
plus the responsibility of
helping to guide the coa-
lition in its decision mak-



ing process. If you are
intorootod itr oorvia6 oo
the steering coilnittec,
cotrtact any of the steer-
ing committee members.

EO{fS fhrs
Secretary David

Forsberg, head of the
Brooutivo Offioo of lloclth
md Human Services vas
not able to come to the
Northern Berkshire area
for his scheduled June
l9th visit. Hovever, Sec-
retary Forsberg is @m-
mitted to meeting with
the Coalition and has

schcdutcd himself to
sttend the November
Coalition meeting, sched-
uled for Friday, Novem-
ber 8 from l0 AM until
noon. More on the visit
from Secretary Forsberg
will be in the Coalition
Nevs as November nears.

[990 r g[ Nmlhm IBor[hshf,re
Em[Ub trumaoSffif,ses

SuppqilHrs

OROAI{IZATIOT{S
Berkshire Center for Families aad Children
Commonground, Citizens Advocacy Program
VNA of Northern Berkshire
Williamstovn Council on Aging
Americaa Red Cross
Northern Berkshire Community Action
Pregnant Adolescent Support System (PASS)
Northern Berkshire Family Life Support Center
Hospice of Northern Berkshire
Northern Berkshire Mental Health Association
Berkshire Council on Alcoholism and Addictions
Women's Services of Western Massachusetts
North Adams Regional Hospital
Berkshire Sane/Freeze
Northern Berkshire United Wav
Northern Berkshire Compreheniive Care

@0dl
f,8f,00

II{DIVIDUATS
Bsther Tauber
Dn Len Radin
Waraer L. Smith
Peg Keller
Bob Ronnov
GaIe Mason
Michele Ethier
Trish Kelly
Al Bashevkin
John Hovland
Steve Green
Sue Walker
Anthony Siracusa
Margaret Soderberg
Karea Forni Austin
AI Nelson

NB Cnmmitee of Department of Mental Retardation Kevin 0'C.onnor
Helpline, Inc. Lisa Jarisch
Alliance for the Mentally Ill Kayre Miller
North Adams Housing Authority James C. Livesey
Rape Crisis Center Peg Levesque
Mass Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Children Ray Durlre
United Cerebral Palsey of Berkshire County Morton Broch

Robert Doyle
Doris Sadlow
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DHAFT POLICV FOR NSK FOBCE AGAI}ST VIOLE}rcE

What follovs is a DRAFT position statement r/ritten by Steve Ryan for the Task
Force Against Violence. This position statement is a starting point for the Coali-
tion membership to discuss positive parenting techniques as a means to deter
violence h the arca. The October I I th monthly meethg of the Coalition will
discuss violence as its maior agenda item and this draft poliry in particular.

"Thc I{BIASC effirmr thet ell children need perentel guidence
end dircipliae end thet mort perents want to be eble to disci-
pline in r way tlet worts ead is lelpful to clildrea- Therefore,
the Coetitioa vill support parcatint prognns rnd professional
practices that provide prreat! with .cce!! to tniniag end !up-
port for learaiag end using aoaviolent discipliaery techniques
such rr positive reinforcenent, time-out, ard verbel problen
solving instead of physicel punishment with tieir childrea.

"Beceure perents who rre rtruggling to provide tleir femilies
with evetr the besic aecerrities of food, rhelter, ead clotling lre
ruffering under significent levek of stress thet effect dl types
of ilterectioas, iacluding discipline of childreq the Coelition
will support professiond pnctice, social progrlns, and social
policier thet vill ellov childrea to heve their beric needr met
ro thet pereats heve tle. energy end emotionel relourcet to ute
positive discipliaery procedures vith t[cir children.

"T[e preferred method for abolishint phyricel punishment of
children by their perentr will be tirough connunity educetioa,
medie erporurc, ltrd t[e distributioa of perenting brochurer.
The Coelitioa will elso support legisletion thet will leed to the
beaaing of corporel puaishmeat by prents end iastitutiondiz-
ia8 of prentiag educrtion for rll young rdultt."

(Tne ebove policy ltrtement wrs edepted from the policT
stetement epproved by the Netioael Associetion of Sociel Vort
Ilelegrtc Amenbly, Augult, t990-)

lfris poh'Cf stttenen, tad otler issaes for tfre ltst Fore Ageiast
Ilioleae vill be debiled il their aezt test Iore aeetiag, Tharsdey
September lgth tt I:J0 Pt tt lhe flistias Coaaunity &ater? Coa-
aaaity Xooa. lle eatire Coilittba cta help to discass Jrys to redae
uioleae dariae the Octder Coilition mettiag.

NBEH!rc. lktl Ad11r Src CdlqG .B111 mt . lktl Ad1ag; fA gn$. 6t3) efl+,15.llfilg



AMEN, A Meeting of
Ecumenical Neighbors, is
a nevly formed awaf,e-
tress group vhich meets
at 7:30 PM on the first
Friday of every month at
St. Mark's Parish in
Adams. Representatives
from Northern Berkshire
Cnmmunity Action, Lou-
ison House, and Parent's
Anonymous have at-
tended the meetings of
the group to discuss the
needs of the area. For
further iaformation
about AMEN, please call
Joan Lord at 743-4J41 or
Nancy Cvalinski at 743-
4650.

The June l99l issue of
Coalition Nevs had an
information piece en-
titled, 'HousinS Rehabili-
tation Funds ile avail-
able for the following
Berkshire County Tovns."
While the ad accurately
advertised the availabil-
ity of progran funds
administered by Berk-
shire Housing, it ne-
glected to note that both
the Towo of Adams and
the City of North Adams
administer Housing Reha-
bilitation Loan Programs.

l*fEWS Al*lD VIEWS
The Oty of North Adams
is currently making
available housing reha-
bilitation loans to io-
come-eligible homeovn-
ers and iavestors. The
Tovn of Adams has
available housing reha-
bilitation grants. Program
goals include encouraging
the utiltation of the
eristing housing stock, to
prwide safe and sanitary
dwelling units through
the elimination of code
violations, to stop blight
and deterionation and to
protect aod improve
neighborhood environ-
ments. For more informa-
tion ia North Adams,
@ntact Michael Nuvallie,
Housing and Proiects
Coordinator, 0@, at 552-
3025. Fon information
about proiects in Adams,
call Joan Haddad ̂ t 743-
7 646.

The Rapline ,a tele-
phone helpline for meo-
tal health @nsuners,
nov has tvo phone num-
bers. In addition to its
regular number, 664-
79EE, a nev number has
been added, 743-lEE4.
To talt vith someone
about mental health
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issues, call the Rapline.

September 24th will be
the trert commodity
distribution by Northern
Berkshire Community
Action. It vill be at the
usual sites. For more
information, call North-
ertr Berkshire Community
Action aI 663-9807.

Helpline vill be offer-
ing its nert training pro-
gram h September, be-
einniry September l,{th.
To sign up and become a
volunteer at Helpline,
call Donna Piaggi at 663-
6555.

The Family Caregiver
support Act of 199 I vill
offer up to t2400 in
services each year for a
family vith an eligible
patient. Services included
are companion and
homemaker services,
personal assistance, day;
services in the commu-
nity, temporary care in
accredited facilities, and
some other day spon-
sored services. These



supports will make it
realistic for persons vith
severe functional limita-
tions to be maintained in
their own horire without
jeopardizing the families
they live with. C.ongress-
man Markey of MA and
Senator Bradley of NJ are
sponsors of this bill,
vhich is reaching a criti-
cal time in its life. The
Alzheimer's Association
is in support of this bill.

The local Alzheimer's
Association vill be hold-
ing its nert meeting,
Tuesday, September l0
at 7:30 PM at the Down-
town Adult Health Cen-
ter, I07 (rear) Main St,
North Adams. For infor-
mation / transportation
call Jean Tyler {662-
20871 or Esther Tauber
(45E -52t6).

The Family Planning
Council of Western Mas-
sachusetts, a non-profit
reproductive health cate
organization, is seeking
HIV| people to vork in
their Educators with HIV
program. These ed
vith HIV vill be part of
comprehensive AIDS/
HMisease prevention
program aimed at teens.
Accompanied by Family
Planning's health educa-
tors, educators with HIV

will go to local schools
and youth serving or-
ganizations to share their
erperiences. To apply call
Barbara Brown, Helen
Caulton, or Dara Johnson
at 413 586-2016.

Northern Berkshire
Habitat for Humanity
have selected their first
partner family vith
vhom they vill be build-
ing their first home.
Located on Montgomery
Street in North Adams,

Craig and Angela Barr
and their tvo children
will soon be moving into
their new home. NBHFH
has also moved into a
nev office in the St
Francis Parish Center in
the heart of North
Adams. Carol Albert is
the secretary for NBHFH.
Their nev phone number
is 664-4440. Stop by and
say hi betveen the hours
of 9 and 2 PM to see the
vorkings of this succ€ss-
ful organization.

Anrcrlcan Red Crms Offers Cormmi$ Alds
Rlrmtion Cflrse in ilorth Coutty

The Berkshire County
Chapter of the American
Red Cross will again offer
its Community AIDS
Bducation program in
Sept - Nov, 1991. Partici-
pants will automatically
be offered national certi-
fication as part of the
basic @urse making it a
ten veek total
program.This rycle of the
program vill mark the
first time the program
has been held in North
County.

The program consists
of ten training sessions
in vhich participants
receive comprehensive
AIDS education training
to become AIDS educa-
tors. These educators
will then provide AIDS

education to their com-
munities vith Red Cross
support and guidance.

The program costs 350
and reimbursement may
be available through the
Berkshire AIDS Coalition.
Interested people should
call Mindy Donb at the
American Red Cross at
442-1506 or 1800 332-
2030 to preregister. The
first class is scheduled to
begin io North Adams on
September 19 at North
Adams City Hall.
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CALEhIDAR OF EVENTS
Sep 4.....,...............FACT Meciry Hctins Connunity Ceater Nma
Sep 5.....................Sd*y Na Work E5 Maia St Room 30{ 4:30 PM

Sep 13..................A1I Coclition Meetiog : Needs Assessnent, Brpri$ Church, Noah Adams
10 AI\d o Noon

Sep 19..................Task Force Against Violeoce Haskirs Coonuniry Center I PM
Sep 20..................Partnenh[ fa tte Preveation d Alohol and Gha Drugs NB Uritcd Way 9 AM
Sep 24..................Coa1ition Steering Conmiaee IIA City Hall 1:30 PM
fu 3.....................Unitd Neighbahood Orgadzcion Meeting Salvatio Arny 7PM
Oct 6 - Oct l2.....Meul lllness Arareness l{eek

Acirtb aud by lHcrr Bcrtrlh fcrrrl Ecrll firiry
tcrrl lLcr Arrercs WcGt

Oct 4 - 5 ...............fut Show l.octioo !o be aniounce
Oct 9.....................2nd Step Players "Woltshop on Perfocning Arts for Consumers of Meqtal Health
Senices and Others' Call ffi541 fa mm d€tails
Oct 10...................2trd Step Players Perfornance entitled, " One &treme to Arother' Call 8644541 foc
mooe infornation

r---- ----t
tr YES. SIGN UE UP AS A COATITION SUPPONTER FOR T99I .g2I

Na me
0rganization

Dlndividual (f l0)
trSmall Organization (S25)

(<|100,000 budget)
fllarge Orgaaization (S50)

(>$100,000 budget)

A ddress
Phone

L

Areas of Interest :

Are you villing to be listed as a C,oalition Supporter ? D Yes D No

Checks payable to AHEC / NBHHSC. Mail to Berkshire AHEC 725 North St
Pittsfield, MA 01201

J
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