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featured original songs
and tunoe with a hoallh

and human services
theme. Thanks to Lhe
host of Northern Berk-
shire Tonight, Ken
Swiatek, for his part in
serving as the host of the
Coalition Follies. Ken's
songs and wry humor
added to the perform-
ances by the Women's
Services Singers. Mary
Daniels’ Poetic Moment:
2 duet of 76 trombones
performed by Bob Ron-
now and Dwight Killum;
the Baliad of the Coalition
written by Bob Dvlan and
Al Bashevkin, and Lhe
talented duo of Dwight
Harrow and Kavie Miller
who wrote and sang Lhe
Mental Health Anthem.
The Follies would have
been singers withoul an
orchestra if not for the
donation of karoos
(enough to equip all in
attendance) by Cariddi
Sales. Dwight Killum kept
everyone alive with his
masterful piano accom-
panimenis. Thanks to all
who helped make the
Coalition Follies of Caba-
rel caliber. What will we
do [or the Coalition's
Sixth Annual Meeling 7

Salety Net Work

Thiz past year, North-
ern Berkshire has experi-
enced its share of eco-
nomic difficulties. As the
economy has dwindled,

s0 has the support [or the
infrastructure of tho

area. Public education,
day care, health and
mental heaith care. and
statewide enltlement
gervices have all seen
fewer resources despile
increased demand f[or
services. Where is Lhe
state headed? Privaliza-
tion seems 10 be the
catch word of the present
administration. Yel there
are [ears that, like other
industries that have been
deregulated (transporia-
tion, communications.
banking), this process
will not widen the gap
between Lhe classes in
Massachusetts.

Advocacy has been
stymied. Bul a new
movement is underfool,
entitled Safety Net Work
Safety Net Work, a 501
(¢) (4) non profit corpo-
ration. will engage Masa-
chuselts residents n
cilizen lobbving ca hu-
man service needs |(s3ues.
It has been mmspired and
assisted by the successiul
cilizen lobbying organiza-
tion 20/20 wvision which
advocates on peace and
environmental (ssues on
the national level in over
170 US. Congressional
districts. Safety Nei Work
asks for 320 / vear (or
what people can aflord),
and twently minules a
month [rom advocates Lo

address a different
heoalth and human sory-

ice issue / month. Each
monthly issue is chosen
by a core group, which i
presently forming in
Northern Berkshire, To
become parl of Lhe
Northern Berkshire Core
Group. come Lo the core
group meeting, Thursday.
September 5 at 430 at
85 Main St (North
Adams), room 304

Help from Small Cities
Funding [or the Coali-
tion has seen difficult
times through cuts in
higher education and In
gpecific, the UMASS
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Medical Center. The
Northern Berkshire
Health and Human Serv-
ices Coalition, along with
a host of health and hu-
mAn Services programs
have applied to the Small
Cities applications of
MNorth Adams, Adams,
and the combined appli-
cation for Williamstown
and other small towns [or
funding to continue the
Coalition’s work. Thanks
to Arlene Schifl (North
Adams), Joan Haddad
({Adams), and Tom Webb
(Berkshire Housing De-
velopment  Corporation)
for Lheir assistance in
preparing the small cities
grants for Northern DBerk-
shire. The Mass Small
Cities Program s a [ed-
eral program conceived
to assist Lthe low and
moderaie income popula-
tions of smaller towns. It
is adminisiered in Massa-
chusetils through EOCD,

Parent's Place News

This summer saw Lhe
opening of Parent's Place,
a social/educational [acil-
ity for parent's of MNorth-
ern Berkshire. The dedi-
cation of Parent's Place
on June 19th was testi-
mony 1o the power of a
Coalition. Berkshire Cen-
ter for Families and Chil-
dren and the Family Life
Suppori Center. as co-
sponsors of this program
greeled parents and

agency personnel to the
open house. Parenl's

Place schedule of activi-
ties is impressive, and
with the help of Lhe
Northern Berkshire
United Way, the William-
stown Community Chest,
and privale donors,
Parent’s Place was able o
open iis doors officially
on July 1. Exciting news
came [rom the Kellogg
Foundation to Bob Ron-
now (FLSC), Kellogg will
fund Parent's Place 1o
assist with operating ex-
penses as this exciling
program is getung s
funding base secured
Reports are thal Parentl's
Place is well used by
parents, and 15 ofl o a
good starl. Parent’s Place
is an outgrowih of Lhe
Parenting [ssues Task
Force that the Coalition
initiated in January of
1990, The phone num-
ber for the Parent's Place,
103 Main Street (Dowlin
Block), 2nd [loor, North
Adams 2 664-4597.

UNO Neighbarhood HNoles
The United Neighbor-
hood Associalion, a pro-
gram of the River / Hall /
Bracewell Avenue ares of

North Adams, has seen
lots of street work during
the summer. The City of
North Adams is upgrad-
ing the infrastructure of
the neighborhood and

will finish with a street
resurfacing, expecied 1o
be completed before the
snow [lies. Summer ac-
tivity for UNO has seen
increased police activity
and & number of neigh-
borhood evenis al Lhe
sandbanks. UNO s gear-
ing up for its first all
neighborhood meetung of
the fall scheduled for Oc-
tober 3 at 7 PM at the
Salvation Army.

Steering Mews

The steering commillee
for the Coalition is greei-
ing 2 new member as it
says so long Lo a hard
working member, Meg
LeRay's term f[or the
steering is complete, and
Margie Cohan has volun-
teered to fill the steering
vacancy. The present
members of the sieering
committee include : Neil
Novik (ex-officio), Mar-
gie Cohan (93), Kate Hill
(92), Al Bashevkin, Linda
Trala (92), Fred Nicho-
laey (91), George Mercier
(91), Maggie Bitiman
(91), Theresa Louison
(93), and Al Nelson (92),
There is room for new
membership 10 the steer-
ing commitiee of the
Coalition. Steering Com-
miltes members commit
themselves o one addi-
tional meeting / month
plus the responsbility of
helping to guide the coa-
lition in its decision mak-
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ing process. I you are
interestod in serving on
the sicering commiiiee,
conlacl any of the sieer-
ing commitiee members.

EOHHS Nows
Secretary David

Forsberg, bead of the
Erecutive OiTice of Health

and Human Services was
not able to come to Lhe
Norithern Berkshire area
for his scheduled June
19th visit. Howaver, Sec-
retary Forsberg iz com-
mitted 10 meeting with
the Coalition and has

schaduled himsell 1o
aitend the November
Coalition meeling, sched-
uled for Friday, Novem-
ber 8 from 10 AM until
noon. More on the wvisit
[rom Secretary Forsberg
will be in the Coalition
News as November nears.

ORGANIZATIONS

Commonground, Citizens

American Red Cross

Berkshire Sane/Freeze

Inc

HelpLine,

Rape Crizis Center

1990 = 91 Neorthermn
fealth ond [Homan Serviees

Conlicion Supperters

Berkshire Center for Families and Children

Advocacy Program

VNA of Northern Berkshire
Williamstown Council on Aging

Northern Berkshire Community Action
Pregnant Adolescent Support System (PASS)
Northern Berkshire Family Life Support Center
Hospice of Northern Berkshire

Northern Berkshire Mental Health Association
Berkshire Council on Alcoholism and Addictions
Women's Services of Western Massachusetts
North Adams Regional Hospital

Northern Berkshire United Way
Northern Berkshire Comprehensive Care
NB Commitee of Department of Mental Retardation

Alliance for the Mentally [l
North Adams Housing Authority

Mass Sociely [or Prevenlion of Crueity lo Children
United Cerebral Palsey of Berkshire County

Berkshire

INDIVIDUALS
Esther Tauber
Dr Len Radin
Warner L. Smith
Peg Keller

Bob Ronnow
Gale Mason
Michele Ethier
Trish Kelly

Al Bashevkin
John Howland
Steve Green

Sue Walker
Anthony Siracusa
Margaret Soderberg
Karen Fornl Austin
Al Nelson

Kevin O'Connor
Lisa Jlarisch
Kayte Miller
James €. Livesey
Peg Levesque
Ray Burke
Morton Broch
Robert Doyle
Doris Sadlow
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DRAFT POLICY FOR TASK FORCE AGAINST VIOLENCE

What follows |5 a DRAFT position statement writien by Steve Ryan for the Task
Force Against Violence. This position statement is a starting point for the Coali-
lion membership 10 discuss positive parenting lechniques as & means lo deler
violence in the area. The October 1lth monthly meeting of the Coalition will
discuss violence as ils major agenda item and this draflt policy in particular.

The NBHHSC affirms that all children need parental guidance
and discipline and that most parents want to be able to disci-
pline in & way that works and is helpful to children. Therefore,
the Coalition will support parenting programs and professional
practices that provide parenls wilh access lo lraining and sup-
port for learning and using nonviolent disciplinary techniques
such as posilive reinforcement, time-oul, and wverbal problem
solving instead of physical punishmeni wiith their children.

"Because parenis who are struggling to provide their lamilies
with even the basic necessities of lood, shelter, and clothing are
sulfering under significant leveis of stress Lhal affect all types
of interactions, including discipline of children; the Coalition
will support professional practice, social programs, and social
policies that will allow children Lo have Lheir basic needs mel

so that parenis have Lhe-energy and emolional resources Lo use
posilive disciplinary procedures wilh LUheir children.

“The preferred method for abolishing physical punishment of
children by their parents will be through community education,
media exposure, and the distribulion of parenting brochures.
The Coalition will also support legislation that will lead to Lhe
banning of corporal pumishment by parents and institutionaliz-
ing of parenling education for all young adulis.”

(The above policy siatement was adapted from the policy
statement approved by Lhe National Association of Social Work
Delegaie Assembly, Avugusi, 1990.)

This policy statemenl and other issues for (he Tist Force Against
Violence will be debated ar their peri rask force meeting, Thursday
September I19th ai 1:70 P ai the Nastins Communily Cenier's Com-
munity Koom. Fhe entire Coxlition can belp to discuss ways (o reduvce
vialeace during the Oclober Coalition meeling.
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NEWS AND VIEWS

AMEN, A Meeting of
Ecumenical Neighbors, is
a newly formed aware-
ness group which meets
at 7:30 PM on the first
Friday of every month at
St Mark's Parish in
Adams. Representalives
[rom Northern Berkshire
Community Action, Lou-
ison House, and Parent's
Anonymous have at-
lended the meetings of
the group to discuss the
needs of the area. For
further information
about AMEN, please call
Joan Lord at 743-4541 or
Nancy Cwalinski at 743-
4650,

The lune 1991 issue of
Coalition News had an
information piece en-
titled, “Housing Rehabili-
tation Funds are avail-
able for the following
Berkshire County Towns.®
While the ad accurately
adveriised the availabil-
ity of program funds
administered by Berk-
shire Housing, it ne-
glected Lo nole that both
the Town of Adams and
the City of North Adams
administer Housing Reha-
bilitation Loan Programs.

The City of North Adams
is currenily making
gvailable housing reha-
bilitation loans to in-
come-eligible homeown-
ers and investors. The
Town of Adams has
available housing reha-
bilitation grants. Program
goals include encouraging
the utilization of the
existing housing stock. to
provide sale and sanitary
dwelling units through
the elimination of code
violations, w stop blight
and delerioration and Lo
protect and improve
neighborhood  environ-
ments. For more nforma-
tion in MNorth Adams,
contact Michael Nuvallie,
Housing and Projects
Coordinator, OCD, at 662-
3025. For information
aboul projects in Adams,
call Joan Haddad at 743-
7bdb.

The Rapline .a lele-
phone helpline for men-
tal health consumers,

now has two phone num-
bers, ln addition Lo iis

regular number, Hb4-
7988, a new number has
been added, 743-1884.
To talk with someone
about mental health

issues, call the Rapline

September 24th will be
the neit commodity
distribution by Northern
Berkshire Community
Action. |t will be al the
usual sites. For more
information, call North-
ern Berkshire Community
Action al 663-9807.

HelpLine will be offer-
ing ils next (raining pro-
gram in Sepiember. be-
ginning September |4th
To sign up and become a
volunteer at HelpLine,
call Donna Piaggl at 663-
65535.

The Family Caregiver
Support Act of 1991 will
offer up Lo $2400 in
services each year for a
family with an eligible
patient. Services included
are companion and
homemaker services,
personal assistance, day:
services In the commu-
nity, lemporary care in
accredited facilities, and
some other day spon-
sored services. These
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supporis will make n
realistic for persons with
severe [unctional limita-
tions to be maintained in
their own home without
jeopardizing the [lamilies
they live with. Congress-
man Markey of MA and
Senator Bradley of N] are
sponsors of this bill
which is reaching a criti-
cial time in its life. The
Alrheimer’s  Association
is in support of this bill

The local Alzheimer's
Association will be hold-
ng its next meeting.
Tuesday, September 10
al 7:30 PM =zt the Down-
town Adult Health Cen-
ter, 107 (rear]) Main St
North Adams. For infor-
mation / iranspociation
call Jean Tyler (662-
2087) or Esther Tauber
(458-5216)

The Family Planning
Council of Western Mas-
sachusetts, a non-profil
reproductive health care
organization, 19 seeking
HIV' people 1o work in
their Educators with HIV
program. These educators|
with HIV will be part of a
comprehensive  AIDS/
HIV disease prevention
program aimed al leens
Accompanied by Family
Planning's heaith educa-
tors. educators with HIV

will go to local schools
and youth serving or-
ganizations o share Lheir
experiences. To apply call
Barbara Brown, Helen
Caufton, ar Dara son

at 413 586-2016.

Northern Berkshire
Habitat for Humanity
have selected their [irst
partner [amily with
whom they will be build-

ing their first home,
Located on Monigomery
Streel in North Adams,

Craig and Angela Barr
and their two children
will scon be moving into
lheir new home. NBHFH
hzs also moved into &
new office in the 51
Francis Parish Center I
the heart of North
Adams. Carcl Albert is
the secretary lor NBHFH.
Their pew phone number
is 664-4440. Stop by and
say hi between the hours
of 9 and 2 PM 10 see the
workings of (his success-
ful organization

American Red Cross Offers Community Alds
Education Course in North County

The Berkshire County
Chapter of the American
Red Cross will again offer
its Community AIDS
Educalion program in
Sept - Nov, 1991. Partici-
pants will auvtomatically
be offered national certi-
fication as part of the
basic course making il a
ten week total
program.This cycle of the
program will mark the
first Uime the program
has been held in North
County,

The program consists
of ten training sessions
in which participants
receive comprehensive
AIDS education Iraining
io become AIDS educa-
lors. These educalors
will then provide AIDS

education 1o their com-
munities with Red Cross
support and guidance.

The program cosis $50
and reimbursemenl may
be available through the
Berkshire AIDS Coalition.
Interested people should
call Mindy Domb at the
American Red Cross af
442-1506 or 1800 332-
2030 to preregister. The
lirst class is scheduled to
begin in Norith Adams on
Seplember |9 at North
Adams City Hall

--------
llllllllllllllllllllll
----------------------
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

ST FACT Meating Haskins Commumty Cemter Noca
- - S Safety Net Work 85 Main 5t Room 304 430 PM
Sep 13 o All Coalition Mesting - Meeds Amessment, Baptist Church, North Adams
10 AM to Nooa
e e Tk Force Against Violesce Haskios Community Center | PM
Sep 20 _Partaership for the Preveation of Alcobol snd Other Drugs NB United Way 9 AM
Sep M ... Coslition Steering Commitiee MNA City Hall 1:30 PM
Oy _Usited Neighborbood Organizstion Meeting Salvation Army 7PM

O 6 - Oct 12 Mentedl [llness Awareness Week
Activiies spoaxxed by Northan Berknbire Mental Health during
Meztal [Hoss Awwreses Wesk

Ocx4-5........An Show Locsion to be annoupce

Lo 2 SR .2ad Step Pluyers "Workshop on Performing Ans for Consumers of Metal Health
Services and Others” Call 664-454] for more details

2. N | R lnd Step Pluyers Performance enified. ™ One Extreme to Asother” Call 6644541 for
more  information

[[[ 7 RSN ——— - T A s R 1
{ [0 YES. SIGN ME UP AS A COALITION SUPPORTER FOR lHI-?Z}
I |
| Name Olindividual ($10) I
| Organization OSmall Organization i$25)!
| Address (4100000 budget) |
{I Phone CLarge Organiration {-ﬁﬂll
| (:3100,000 budget) :
I I
: Areas of Inlerest :
: Are you willing to be listed as a Coalition Supporter 7 [] Yes [ No I
: Checks pavable to AHEC / NBHHSC Mail to Berkshire AHEC 725 North 5t :
| Pittsfield, MA 01201 [
e e A e M 2 e i e o g -
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