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Northern Berkshire Health & m Human Services Coalition

NEWSLETTER

Coalition News Yol V. *5

Coalition Coordinator : Al Bashevkin 664-4511 1519; 802 442-3200

The Northern Berkshire Health and Human Services Coalition {s supported by
the Berkshire Area Health Education Center with funding lrom UMASS
Medical Schoal The Coalition is hosted by North Adams State College.
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January 1991

January Coalitton Meelng

First Baptist Church of North Adams (31 Main St No Adams
Please Enter via Eagle St Entrance

- Friday January |1th 10:00 AM 1o Neon
Meeting Agenda

|. Welcome
1. Intreduction of Participants : Who's here today

11| What's Happéning Announcemenis by Coalition Membership of
interest to all

| V Coalition Topic . People with Disabilities : Wiih Lhe passage of
the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), the Northern Berksbire
area can expect some chaages. This meeting will give Coalitioners
information zbout what fo erpect from the AUA afong with
discussion aboul stigma and disabililies.

V. Other Business

VL Adjournment and Conclusion



Coalition News (s Lhe newsletier of the Northern Berkshire Heallh
and Human Services Coalition. [is [unction is to keep the mailing list
informed of what's happening around the Northern Berkshire area. Il'sa
service Lo the entire COALITION membership and [riends (over 310 at this
point). Announcements submitted to the newsletter will reach our entire
mailing list. So, take advantage of this unique, [ree mechanism [or infor ming
our membership of news important to all Please submit these
announcements (o Al Bashevkin, Coalition Coordinator, P.0O. Box 1417,
Bennington, VT 05201, For insertion into the February newsletier, your
announcements should reach Al Bashevkin by January 23rd.

e Il I mmmMm ey errryrrrr e a R R RS R R A RV R R R R R R R A AR 2 2L

What 'S Happening |
- December’s Events
December Meeling
The Coalition Task Force on Community Violence led by Maggie
Bittman and Al Bashevkin, used Lhe December Coalition meeting as a forum
for community discussions about the issue of violence in the Northern
Berkshire area. Coalitioners representing an assortment of organizations and
netghborhoods engaged in a healthy discussion about Lhis Lopic.
Representatives of the area schools, Women's Services, Lhe Greylock
Neighborhood, PASS, DSS, DMH, Family Planning, North Adams$ Middle School
PTO, AdLib, Child Care of Lhe Berkshires, and Lhe local media discussed the
escalation of community violence from 8 variety of perspectives. The safery
of social workers [rom DSS have been (hreatened in a number of incidents.
Jina Ford reported a "gang like” fight between two young women in the food
court at the Berkshire Mall. School children move lo non-school terrilory for
their after school fights. What's discouraging is the leeling in the Northern
Berkshire community that vielence is a problem difficult 1o intercede and
even more difficult to prevent. Rising peer pressure to be tough, the
glorilication of viclence by the medis and others. and increasing siresses Lhat
families are experiencing are some reasons [or an increase [n area violent
activities. IU's a problem that affects us all. Preventing violence is the key.
Coalitioners talked about the need to support non-viclent approaches to
medialing conflicts. A meeting for the Task Force on Yiolence has been
scheduled for Tues, Jan 15th at the Haskins Community Center. Jomn us to
continue these talks. More aboul the task force is included later in News.

Governmeni Transition Informatlion
With the election over, Coalitioners need to welcome back Dan Bosley,

friend and founder of the Coalition (663-7486), who will continue 10 serve
the North Adams / Adams / and surrounding towns area as their elected
State Representative, Shaun Kelly (684-4418) has been elected Lo serve



Williamstown, Pittsfield. and surrounding towns as their representative. Jane
Swift (442-5240) has been elected as State Senator of Berkshire County, All
ared representatives have been personally invited o join the Coalition's
Legislators Forum 10 be held on March 8, Mark that date on your calendar.

The Coalition has been requested by Senator Swifl to document Lhe
social costs of the economic decline of the 1980 as a means of informing Lthe
incoming administration of the needs of the Norihern Berkshires. Many of
you have been contacted by Al Bashevkin for assistance. 1l not, and you
have some information thal will be helplul, contact Al Bashevkin (802 442-
5200) ASAP.

Dav'd Farsberg (see article from Globe later in Newslelter) has been
appointed Secretary of Health and Human Services by Governor-Elect Weld,
Peier Nessen (who visited the Coalition for its 1988 Annual Meeting) has
been appointed Secretary of Administration and Finance. There will be many
new faces in Boston. Stay tuned 1o Coalition News for updates. Let's do our
best 1o educate Boston sboutl the needs of the Northern Berkshires.

Task Force about Volunteerism
A mass mailing has been sent to all potential sites for volunteer

placements. The Task Force about Volunteerism s assembling 2 notebook ol
volunteer opportunities to be housed at HelpLine. If you haven't received
the volunteer application. please [ill out the application enclosed m the
newsletter and mail i{ to the Coalition. The Task Force is also planning s
volunteer fair 10 be held in April. Wanna help ? Next meeting for this 1ask
force is planned for Friday, January |1th at 2 PM at the affice of AdLib
Norih, 85 Main $1, room 304, North Adams. For more information call Pam
Knisley (448-8242) or Al Bashevkin

Task Force About Violence
Coalitioners had a good Lurnout for the December meeling that

discussed community viclence and how to prevent il. The task force is
concerned about the portrayal of viclence in the media. A media watch has
been established thal will respond 1o articles that irresponsibly depict
violence in the community. The task force has helped Lo initiate dialogue in
the Northern Berkshire area about the issue of violence, having articles in
the Eagle, Transcript, and Advocate, Coalitioners appeared on the Opinion
Show (WNAW) and also on Northern Berkshire Tonight (Ch 7) 1o discuss
violence, Solutions will come through community discussions. Keep the
dialogue about violence active and alive | The task force is considering
honoring those who are doing the most in the community's work against
viclence. The next meeting for the Task Force about Viclence will be
Tuesday, January 15th at 10 AM at the Haskins Community Room.



school and community personnel will be invited. *'s, call Maggie Billman at
664-6104.
Neighborhood Focussing

The River/Hall/Bracewell Neighborhood Association's December 3
meeting was cancelled because of the season’s first snow storm. The meeting
has been re-scheduled for Monday, January 7th at 7 PM at the Salvation
Army in North Adams. #'s contact Al Bashevkin, 802 442-5200.

Information / Quireach Task Force

An old friend has resurfaced with some more remarkable ideas.,
Assigned the task of informing the greater Northern Berkshire community of
health and human services, this task force takes the creative approach. A
media guide will be pul together or distributjon by Lhe 1/0 task force.
Human Side (regular column in the Transcript) will be re-assigned for the
new vear The 1/0 Lask force has some interesting ideas for the 1991 Annual
Meeting. Wanna help 7 The nert meeling of the Information / Outreach Task
Force will be Valentines Day (Feb 14th) at 2 PM at the affice of
HelpLine, 25 Marshall St, North Adams. Be there and be creative |

Some Great Noews |

Remember back in September, when the Coalition meeting was visited
by Gloria Meert, a stalf person from the Kellogg Foundation 7 Gloria was
doing a site visit for the AHEC Community Coalitions’ application for
‘Community Partners”. Gloria was impressed wilh the responsiveness of Lthe
Northern Berkshire Coalition, which helped the W.K Eeliogg Foundation in
their decision to fund “Community Partners”. a proposal submitled by Lhe
Siastewide Area Health Education Centers to expand the Coalitions to new
cities in the Commonwealth. See information that is included later in the
newsletter that describes “Community Partners”. Congratulations musi go lo
Tom Woiff, who has envisioned this next step for Coalitions and all of you
that have helped make the Northern Berkshire Coalition a showcase,

NEWS AND VIEWS

4 AF &0 worthern Berishire United Way Campalgn has officially

been completed . . . Hundreds of volunteers working in the Northern
Berkshire United Way campaign worked hard to raise $463,174, which is
931 of its goal. 1n a year of uncertainty, a successful campaign is looked
ypon as another spirited and caring achievement in the community.
Hundreds of volunteers and thousands of contributors helped 1o make this
happen. Once again, Northern Berkshire responded in a positive manner
despite a sluggish economy, plant closings, unemployment and the state’s



[iscal erisis. Public services [ which includes health and human services)
chaired by Janice O'Keele and Diane Bleau saw an increase of 12% over last
year's contributions, Congratulations to those marvelous health and human
service [und-raisers. We look forward to seeing Public Safety Director and
President of the NB United Way Board of Directors, Art Kelley, who will once
again see the stars as he sleeps outdoors somewhere on the campus of NASC
as the result of a challenge he put to NASC students.

‘ Any real photographers ouf there 7 .. The Informalion
Outreach Task Force is looking for a photographer that's willing 1o chip in by
taking a group photo of Coalitioners. This photo can help to break down
typical siereotypes of health and human services people, Want 1o help and
clear your social conscience ? Contact Al Bashevkin. No portfolio required.

2% News from Family Planning . .. Family Planning can respond io
folks who need counseling or pregnancy test services and cannot gel into
their office. Family Planning's Rural Health Outreach Program can send a
counselor 1o your home, school, or other setling to provide pregnancy (ests,
intake counseling preliminary to a medical check-up, or AIDS risk
assessment and referral Call Family Planning to request the services of a
Rural Health Quireach Counselor, 663-8846 or 443-2844.

'i t‘ Healthy Start . HEALTHY START continues to help uninsured

pregnant women obtain health care coverage so that they have access to
early, continvous and comprehensive prenatal services. As a Medicaid
Presumpltive eligibility provider, Healthy Start can offer eligible women
immediale coverage, beginning the day they are called. Those women not
eligible for Medicaid may qualify for Healthy Start coverage. Help Healthy
Start reach Northern Berkshire women and families. Posters are available,
For posters or information, call Healthy Start at | R00 992-6111.

% Help | ... Peg Keller has been charged by the Adams Board of
Selecimen's Human Services Subcommitlee to inventory human services that
are provided Lo Adams residents. Coalitioners can heip by calling Peg at
743-5819 with information on Lhe services that your agency provides, Lhe
number of Adams residents served and any assisiance you mav require
from local government So, call Peg with your information. it may help you at
funding time.

Ann Hoemebound, older, and In need of nutrition 7. . . Elder Services
of Berkshire County Nutrition Program has been awarded grant monies from
the city of North Adams. This award will be utilized to expand the Home



pDelivered Meals Program which serves hol meals lo homebound senlor
cilizens in North Adams. If you know of anyone sixty (60) years of age or
older who you believe could benefit from home delivered meals, Elder
Services you to tell them oul their services. If the elder is inlerested and
would like 10 determine their eligibility (s)he can make a reflerral Lo their
casemanagement office al 664-6512. The elder must be willing to be visited
by a casemanager who will conduct an assessment Eligibility is based on age

and need, not on income.

ﬁ ﬁ ﬁ And Now, here’s Ken | Northern Berkshire
Tonight, the talk show of the Coalition will be airing its january show.,
Monday, Jan 7th at 7:30 and repeating Priday. Jan at 8 PM. The show’s
topic is violence in the Northern Berkshire community with guests Maggie
Bittman, Al Bashevkin, and Kate HillL Tune into Channel 7 and join

thousands of others who watch the Coalition on TV,

#h 8 Got some Ideas about space 7 Dave Carver is looking for creative
uses of Lhe Dowlin Block, 103 Main Si, North Adams, and is interested in
ideas that coalitioners might have. If you have a good idea, come to the
brainsiorming meeling, Tuesday, Janvary 22 at 9 AM to talk. For more

information, talk with Dave Carver or call Al Bashevkin,

J /1 / t1's Coalition Supporter renewal time again . . .

Responses are coming in. Let’s all do our share in supporting the
Coalition. If you haven't signed up yet, then here’s your chance. [t's a
worthwhile cause. Membership scholarships are available, See membership

application later in the newsletter.

1990 - 91 Coalition Supporisrs
QRGANIZATIONS

Berkshire Center for Families and Children
Commonground, Citizens Advocacy Program
YNA of Northern Berkshire

Williamstown Council on Aging

American Red Cross

Norihern Berkshire Community Action
Pregnant Adolescent Support System (PASS)
Northern Berkshire Family Life Support Center
Hospice of Northern Berkshire

Northern Berkshire Mental Health Associalion
Berkshire Council on Alcoholism and Addictions
Women's Services of Western Massachusetts

INDIYIDUALS
Esther Tauber

Dr Len Radin
Warner L. Smith
Peg Keller

Bob Ronnow

Gale Mason
Michele Ethier
Trish Kelly

Al Bashevkin
John Howland
Steve Green

Suve Walker
Anthony Siracusa
Margarel Soderberg



Volunteer Outreach Application

Name ol Organiralion :
Address

Contact Person :

Telephone

Specilic Volunteer Needs:

Prior Experience Required :
Do you provide formalized training 7

Minimum volunteer commitment (months, days, hours . . ):

Comments

Please attach brochure of your agency, and a volunteer job
descriplion, il appropriale.

Al Bashevkin, Coalition Coordinator
MNASC Box 9075
Hutlh__ﬁdlnt. MA D1247

Mail to:




‘ AHEC
Health and Human Services %

Coalitions

Decambear 19, 1990

Dear Colleague,

I am writing to share with you the wonderful news that the W.K.
Kellogg Foundation has funded *Community Partners®, our proposal
for expanding the AHEC Health and Human Service Coalitions across
the Commoreslth of Massachusetts. W.K. Kellogg suarded us
£5620,.651 over three yvears, As you can imagine, we are all
dalighted and somewhat astonishad to have received this wanderful
FHews

We are now in the process of hiring a full-time director; & half-
time evaluator, two guarter-time trainars/consultants and a
full-time administrativa assistant. Attached please find brief
project and job descriptions. If you know of anyona who would be
an exciting candidate for any of these poasitions, please have
them contact me as soon as possible. Resumes must be received by
the third waek in January, 1991.

Thank yvou for all of vour help and I lock forwsrd to any feedback
you might have.

Sinceraly,

Tom Woeltt

TWiea

Attachments

Tom Wolll. Diwerior of Community Diwelinfrmemi, 24 §. Prospect $4., Ambersr, MA 01KR
Aree Honlih Educaitin Lrmlet #13-253- 2646



AHEC
{ Health and Human Services ﬂ

Coalitions - i

COMMUNITY PARTNERS:

A project of tha Massachusetts Area Health Education Centars

Funded by the W, K, Kellegg Foundation

SLUMMARY

Community Partners aims to expand the ability of communities
to sclve thair oun health-related problems by creating and
matntaining broad-based local community coalitions.

since 1984, the Massachusetts Area Health Education Centers

nave started and operated five coalitions focusing on health care
needs in low=-income arsas throughout Massachusetts. Each
coalition has a proven record of accomplishment. The community
coalition modal creatss local health and human services systams
thar are united instead of fragmentad, collaborative instead of
competitive, and empowsring instead of alienating. We have
learned the techniques for making this model work. We now want
to use tham to (mplement the model more broadly. in new
communities, and to assess thae resulls.

Community Partners is & sKill-building initiative designed

to create coalltions leading to measurable health cara
improvaments first in Massachusetts, sventuslly on a larger
scale. Ite core components include (1) training in coalition
generation and maintenance; (2] teaching of techniques for
stimulating citizen involvement:; (3} consultation to newly-formad
coalitions: [4) structured opportunities for new coalitions ta
axchange resources and ideas; (5) development and distribution of
teaching materials; and (&) formation of a consortium Linking
coalitions to experts with specific skills. Each component has
its oon implementaticon timaline.

Tha overall program is seen as & threé-yaar damonstration
projact. Multi-criterion and multi-mathod evaluation, extendad
ovar rima, will boch ansuer gquestions about comparative coalition
impacts and vield findings applicable for national dissamination.

In Community Partners, we believa we have a problem-focused,
cost-effective, and replicable health services model that will
strangthen community leadership, promote local self-reliance, and
yield specific community health banefits.

Tom ﬁﬁmgmﬂm = 35 ﬁwm_&..m.mmm
Arme Haslih Edwcaiion Cibir 13- 253-2546



AHEC

m { Health and Human Services ﬁ

Coalitions aag s

COMMUNITY PARTNERS

A progrom of the Wassachuserts Ares flealth Education Canters
Funded by tha H. K. Kellogg Foundation

SIAFE PORITIONS

We are recruiting staff for Communiiy PACInpers, 4 new program to develop and
maintain broad-based local health and human service coslitiocns in high-noed
communities throughout Massochusetts. Cossunity Partners will bring diverse
community representatives together to plam, coordinate, and implesent health and
Wuman services aimed at locsl nesds. It will be s major service~delivery and
capacity=building initistive in the stats.

We seek sraff for the following positions:

Responsible for oversll {mplessntation of program, including
initial contacts with local communities, selection of target communities; design
and delivery of coslition training and consultation: and development and
maintenance of local community coalitrions. Requires significant experience and
sccomplishment in coslirion building, community developmant, consultation,
sanagesant, fund-raiging, and traiping, plus involvemsot In or knowladge of
minority communitiss. Hust be willing to travel in=-state. Weé seek an
enargetic, creative leadsr folly committed to local comsunity swepowstment.
Minority applications sncouraged. Full-time position, 535,000 - 345,000,

ADHINISTRATIVE ASSOCIATE: Responsible for managing program office, Tuties
ineluds varied phons contacrs, word processing, dictation, desktop publishing,
and tecord keeping. Requires excollent organizational, decretarial, and
communication skills. Experience in s similar pesition preferred. Full-time
position. §17,000 - §20,.000 plus benefits.

PROCEAN EVALUATON: Responsible for evalunting Community Partnars program.
Duties include design and implementation of process and outcoms svaluation of
sctivitios in different communities, data snalysis, and presentation of
evaluarive Feedback in oral and writtes reports. Hequires demonstrable traiming
and sxperienca in commsunity program evaluation, familiarity with evaluative
rosearch mechodology and designs, and ability to communicate effectively, orally
and in writing, with community groups, progras staff, and outside reviewsrs.
Half-timu position. $15,000 = §20,000.

All positions are besed in Amherst aod will begin immedlately upon selection af
candidates, Send cover lstter, resusa, ond any supporting satarials to Tom
Wolff, Ph.D., Director of Community Davelopment, Area Health Education Center,
24 5, Prospect Street, Amherst, MA 01002, (&13] 253-2646.

W/ es

Tom Wollf, Diweer of Commnunzty Drmelapent, Ilrﬂ.rm&.,hmlu-ﬂ.mmm
Area Moaith Educanon Comier 413-253-3648
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Jan 7 - Rlver / Bracewell / Hall Neighborhood Meeting

7PM  Salvation Army

Jan 10 - FACT Meeting: (note new day of week| Haskins

Community Center Noon

Jan 11 - Yolunteerism in the NB's  Office of AdLib 85 Main 51
Room 304 North Adams 2 PM
Jan 11 - All Coalition Meeting . People with Disabilities
Baptist Church North Adams 10 AM 10 Noon.
Jun 15 - Task Force on Violence - Haskins Community Center
Conference Room North Adams 10 AM
Jan 17 - Steering Committee NA City Hall 1 :30 PM
Jan 22 - Brainstorming about the Dowlin Block NB United Way
85 Main St North Adams 9 AM
Feb 14 . Information / Outreach Task Porce : Helpline 9 AM
YES, SIGN ME UP AS A COALITION SUPPORTER for 1990-91 |
Name O Ind ($10)
Organization ] Sm Org (325)
Address 1 <$100,000 budget)
Phone [ Lg Org (350)

Fittsfield MA 01201

Areas of Interest

Are vou w 1o be listed as Coalition Su

WORK FOR PEACE
CALL YOUR CONGRESSMAN

Checks payable 1o AHEC/NBHHSC. Mail to Berkshire AHEC 725 North St

{+ $100,000 budget)

er [JYes O No

SILVIO CONTE 413 442-0946

JOHN KERRY 617 565-2519
TED KENNEDY 617 565-3710



