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Fehruarv Coalilion Meetling ©- Note New Localion

Firsi Baptist Church of North Adams 131 Main 5t No Adams
Please Enter via Eagle 51 Enirance

Friday February 9 10 AM to Noon
Meeling Agenda
1 Welcome
11 Imiroduction of Parucipanis - Who's Who of Who-Man Services

111 Whats Happening - Announcemenis by Coalition Membership of
inieresi to all

IV Special Coalinon Topic:  Legisiator's Forum : Siade Sepaior
Peter Webber, Represepialive Dan
Faosiey, and Represeniative Sherwood
Goernsey have alf been ioviled fo
share Lherr perspeciives will
Coalitioners

V  (Other Business

Vi Adjournment and Conclusinon

Bring a Friend to the Meeting  Bpwvya dpurvs 1 e Mernvy



Coalition News i= the newslelter of the Northern Berlsnire Health
and Human Services Coalition. e {unction 1= 10 Keep the mading st
informed ol what 7 happening sround the Northern Berkzhire arsa.  tsy
service wo the enticed COALITION mailing list (abaut 3001 Announcements
submitted Lo Lthe newsletter will reach our entire mailing list. So. take
advantage of this unique. free mechansm for mforming our friends of news
important (o all. Please submit these announcements 1o Al Bashevikin
Coalition Coordinator, PO, Box 1417, Bennington, VT 05201 For inseriion
inte the February newsletler, your announcements should reach Al
Bashevkin by January 25.
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What § Happening |

- January & Events

lanuary Coalition Meeting

lenuary & Coalition meeting vat dominaled by digcussions n| Lhe
current economic climate and how | aflects the quality ol e lor residents
of the Northern Berkshires. Representitives [rom Berkshire Traming and
Emplovment 1BTEPL Southern Vermont College s School of Nursing, DEW =
Emplovmen and Trauning program. and Child Care of the Berkshires Magic
season s Dav Care, and the North Adams State College Department ol
Sociology. Anthropology. and Social Work interacted in a discussion aboul
what they can do to train emplovees (o work (o the hedlth und human
services field. Coalitioners discussed strategies ol how' to Keep NASC
students in the Northern Berkshire area lor the many emplovment
npportunities they mav have here. The area |acks a ceniral career
dssessment facllity (o assist those who have no jdeas of what fvpe ol job
thev would like to work at. The link with BTEP and the ET program lor
ramning practibonersin heaith and human services is oflen overiooied
‘fore 1s discussed aboul the latier two jssues later 1n the newsletter Time
(AN DUt On OUr discussioms, §o an ad-hoc commitiee was set up to further
these conversations. This commiltee met Jan 23, and there appears 10 be
lots of work 1o do A second meeling of the Ad-Hoc Economic Development
Task Force has been =2t for Tuesday, February |5 a1 [PM at the offices of
the Department of Public Wellare 37 Maln 51 Surth Adams. Join us

Ioformation Outreach Task Force
Alsn discussed m the January Coalition Meeling was ihe work of the

Information Outreach | [/0) Tash Force for the Coalition The musston ol the
170 148k force is 1o Keep the greater Northern Berkzhire commmutits
informed of health 4nd Ruman service programs dnd (ssues AL Lhe same



iime the 170 1ask force vows Lo have fun while informing. thus the name fun
folke Among the work accomplished bv 17018 The Human Side
mothiv column that Coalitioners will write for the Transeript (ur Power
Lonchisee msider will offer Coalitioners and the community an opportunity
0 mingle weekly ot lunch time  The Conlitin Speater s Bureav|see
inside ), will offer area organizations a chance 1o hear [rom health and human
services. And of course. Northern Berkshire Tomight the Lk show of
the Coalition, 12 3 monthly TV show for the Coalition on local gecess TV

[ /Oer 5 have more jdeas for spreading the word and wiall meetl Tuesday
January 30th 10 do that,

Parenting I[ssues Task Force
Out of 1he December Coalition meeting, 1ot of interest wis a1 pressed

{or [urthermg the 1aiks about parenting issues in the Norihern Berkshires
Lots 15 being done for parems locally, vet there is senliment for doing more
Coalitioners are looking (0 more consumer driven services A meeling was
héld in early lanuary (o kick off discusgsions aboul parenting issues and o
commitaient [rom many was elicited 16 serve ond new task (arce fof the
Coalition, Parenting Issues Task Force. The next meeting of the Parenting
lssues Task Force will be hield, Thursday . Feb 22 at | PM avthe offices of
Northern Berkshire United Wav. 85 Mam 5t Norith Adams 1665-9062 1

Budgel Concerns _ :

Sadly, as of publication date. a new revenue package for the State has
not been achieved, The governor s:budget for FY- 91, by his own admassion
i 4 sorry statement for services throughout the Sute and will have
disastrous effects on (the quality of life for the disadvantaged. Withoul new
revenues. the governor has found himsell in the pogition of taking a0
additional 4% from the budget ol hedlth and human services. As many ol
these expenses are [ized (Federal Medicaid and Welfare), deeper cuts will be
made into the infrastruciure of health and human services. Lots af
information sboot the Governor s budget is available by subscribing o the

Poor People’s Budget (rom the Mass Coalition of Human Services (355 /
vear | Call them at 617 482-6 119 for further info. Briefly, highlites of Lhe
Governor 3 FY 91 budget include :

o Closing intake on CommonHeaith lor disabled adulis and children

« Closing Level 3 long term care facilities. counung houses as assels in
getermining eligibility lor Long Term Care Medicaid, and reducing personal
needs allowances for nursing home residents from 572 10 335/ month
Spouses and children would be asked o pay 10% of nursing home costs fof
these residents on Medicaid



o Deamiljcally coducing apendosn reguirements [or the medically
disabled 5o they canearn just higher than what the 881 paymem would be.

«Flimination of phveical therapy. pevchuatric day tréaiment, mpaleni
pevih treatment for children. over the:sounter drugs, [ree standing lab and
radiclogy services, and chiropractic services as benefils for medicaid

sEliminating eligibility foe AFDC for 151 and 2nd trimesier pregnan
women with no other children

eEliminating cost of living increases for AFDC for 20d year in 4 row

sFull time high school and vocatioenal students living on Lheir own
would no longer be eligible for General Reliel (GR1.

sEliminating (he State supplement to the SSI program,

sEx-olfenders will no longer receive two months GR upon release from
proeon.

o DSS will cut their contracted day care services by 1/ from Fi 90

® S8 open referral services will take (urther cuts including cuts 1o
their Young Parent = Program, Family Planning, and Therapeutic Services (ur
Families and Adolescents

o (53 closad referral programs (those that ore mandaled by Lhe
courts | will take further culs

« 41| programe oifering new affurdable housing will cease \HOP. HIF
SHARP, RDALY

» Mo new rent certllicates for homeless (amilies, turnover al old
ceruficates will cease

» Many EOCD services will cease. incluiding aesistance 1o CIC s
Commonwealth Service Corps. State fuel asgisiance, Rousing services

o Local aid 1o aties and wwns will be reduced affecting our public
schools and services,

o Nearly 50 million additional dollars cul rom the mgher ed budgel

News about the State budget and how it affects the quality of life Jor the
Northern Berkshire area should provide an mieresung backdrop (or the
February Coaliion meeting. Our local legisiators have been invited for our
Fourth Annual Legislator's Forum.: So Come on out and join us for the Feb
91h meeling.

Steering Soul Searching

Steering has spent the pasi few months describmg how the Loalition
does husiness and is nearly campleted with-that 1ask. We-are also lookmg
{or a few good souls who might be inleresied inserving on lus impariani
committee for the Coaliion: We are especially interested in having a
consumer represented on the steerng comniiies, 1o keep with 1he
membersmip mission of the Coalition that includes advocates, consumers and
providers alike. So il vou ve gol snme interést. contact Al Bushevhm.



Your Department of
Public Welfare

.?fiin Garman Caning-Swegnst, Commssiona

TO: The H: leiH-l.Elﬂl

It was mentioned o me at » racent coslition meering that Bome Human Service
Agencias warn having d4fficulty [inding qualified applicants to f11l specific job
opunings. Agencies are looklng out of the area for potancinl applicancs.

{ would Like co introduce to you an sgency called Berkshire Training and Ewm-
ployment Progran (BTEP). They may be able zo provide vou with the gualified person
wou need.

BTEP provides Deocupational Skill Trainlog Activities such as Classroom Train-
ing (CRT) and Costomized/Industry Specific Tralning. The CRT progras 1s madnly. group
troining designed to provide guallfied candidates for & pacticular Jjob nesd in our
arga. The Customized/ Industry Specific Tralning Is & Flexabls program that enabhlow
BTEP to sddress individual needs of sgencies and participante. This program may be
abls to provide you with that hard to find Job applicant.

STEF alno provides an ON-THE-JOB training progras whers by they will pay 501 of
au employes's salary up to six months provided che employer will trafn the persom on
the job.

1n addiction, cthe Department of Esploymant amd Training (formely the Division
of Employment Security) has o network of job raady people who way plready poasesa
the skills that you are looking for.

1 bring these apgencies and programs Lo your Attention. so that you' know they sx-
ist for you to take advantage of. The next time your agency has & job opening plezss
contact me. [ will work with BTEPF and DET to provide you with & quallfied appliiane
and 4t the same time help o family find a route out of poverty and beceme self-suf-
ficant.

Thank- You

Aruce Zlrer; Empleveent and Training Specialist
Deparcmmot of Fublic Welfatw
37 HMals Btrest
North Adamp, Ma. 01247
Tel: 664-005] Exe, 324

Exoculive Office of Human Seovices
Commonwaalth ol Massachysatts



Northern Berkshire
{ Health and Human Services a

Coalition

HEALTH AND HUMAN services POWER LUNGEE

-An idea of the Infor mation/Outreach Task Force

Purpose ' To provide a place and opportunity for all interested in health
and human services o do lunch  Speakers, chairs, and ealing space are
provided. BYOL.

Dales, Time, Location . Power Lunch will be each Thursday. beginniog
Thursday. February 8 from 12:05 PM untll 12:35 PM. [twill be localed 3l
\he Shipper's Lounge in Heritage Park. L, 2@ Lane,,= Bom
friends

Presentors : Topics will vary, Presentors are asked to limit thesr siufl o
tweniv minutes lincluding guestions and answers). Lo Insure that there is
time for netwarking and negotiations. Presentors are gsked to bring twenty
five copies of & one page handout for the participants. If you would like 1o
offer a presentation, contact any member of the Power Lunch Triumverate,
Ken Swiatek (664-793 11 Thorman Hulse 1663-6555), or Al Bashevkin (802
442-5200|

Tentative Topics . Feb 8 (K)  Business of Human Services
Feb 15 (A Caring for our elders
Feh 22(T)  Advocacy in Human Services
Mar | K} Stress Management
Mar 8 LA} changes in work incentive for dizabled
Mar 15({T)} Northern Berkshire Teens

Other Suggested Topics

O Laughter and Medicine O Alphabel Soup in Human Services
O Lateh-Key Child O Questions about Drinking

[ School Drop-Outs 0 Government Anti-Poverly Programs
] Health Screenings ™ Making Disabitities Abilities

=1 Volunteerism =1 Mental Health in the 903

L Time Management C1 Nutrition

O Culture/Human Services 1 Mental Retardation

Al Bashevkin, Coalifisn Ceerinater » PO, Box 931, North Adme, RIA 07247 « BM)Z-442-5T00, 4136644810, exc 010



Northern Berkshire
{ Health and Human Services E

Coalition
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES Speaker’s Durean

- Anolher idea of the Information/Outreach Task Force

/

Purpose The Speaker's Bureau is a public mlormation service of the
Northern Berkshire Health and Human Services Coalition. [Us purpose 15 10
provide a health and human services speaker s network for Northern
Berkshire organizauons and the media. (Vs goal 15 10 educate the public
about the work of health and human services

How It will work . Attached i a sign-up form for your partcipation in
the Northern Berkshire Health and Human Services Coalition Speaker's
Bureau, Area groups like the Rotary, Lions, businesges, churches elc
[requently have requested speakers for their weekly or monthly meetings
Oince & list is compiled of all available speakers from the Coalition. 4 memo
will be senl oul 10 a5 many organizations we have access 10. This memo will
ligl the speakers available, the topics they can discuss, and how 1o contac)
them The memo will alao be sent to WNAW [or participation on the Opimion
Show. Your job 15 to make vour talks as imeresung and informative as
possibie Speakers for the Bureau can aiso use the Power Lunch as a lorum
1o hone down their speaking skills.

How do [ join 7 Fill out the following questonnaire, and mail 1t 1o Al
Bashevkin. PO. Box 1417. Benmngton. VT 05201

Mame Phone

Address

Lrganizaton

Topic | would like 1o present

mher helpful information

Al Bashevkin Confitien Cemdfingior = PO Box 93] Nocth Adsrms, SEA D1247 o BOR-432-9200, 1 0-604-4%11, exe 510



NEWS AND VIEWS

““* dnd Now, here's Ken | MNorthern Berkshire Tonight, the Laik
show of the Coalition mn its Murd seasont will be airing its February show
Monday, Feb 5 at 7:30 and repeating Friday, Feb 9 4t 8 PM. The '
Fehruary show is oné about socinl security and Helpline 50 ken and

Thor man s guests are hen Swiatek of the locul social security office and
Thorman Hulse, volunteer coordinator of Helpline, Inc. Join thousands of
others who watch the Coalition on TV and enjov the opportunity to watch
Northern Berkshire Tonight on channe! 7, Northern Berkshire ¢ ocal access
channel.

'+ Local Health and Human Services Advocacy Agencles Intlude..,

» The Citizen Advocacy Brogram. Commonground, serves the mentaliy
il as advocates People need to be a participant of Commonground or Ad
Lib lag toenable them to do advocacy, Peuple can do a sell refecral Of they
can be referred by # prolessional Lo elther program, The contacl person
Noeth County is Pam hnistey. 85 Main St--Room 422, North Adams Phone
6 3-H200

« Angela Fields is the Family Advocate in Berkshire County for Lhe
Allignee or the Mentally {1l She serves families with a mentally il member.
as well as individunis and can be reached at Ad Lib, [nc , 442 Narth Si
Piishietd, phone 448-8242.

wiend ine pewsledter information about yeur local ddvocacy
organization $o it ¢an he printed here |

vt Want some Tralning ? The Berkshire Area Health Education Lenter
will be offering & training on addiction and AJDS, February 26 a1 North
Adams State College. For more Information, contact Berkshire AHEC at 447 -
2417

‘*= Can you plan someone else's fufure 7. . One of the gaps in
services noted at the January Coalition meeting was (o Caréer assessmenis
for hard 1o employ persons in the Northern Berkshire area [l an agency of
individual has the capability 10 perform a career assessmeni and would like
to do just that. contect Al Bashevkin (R02 442-32001

<ss Want 10 Volunfeer 7 Commonground 15 alwavs looking for volunieers
willing to give | - 4 hours per week (o be @ Triend with a mentally ill
person. Tramning and staff support are provided For more information
comact Pam Kmusiey at'ob3-6200



!
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Tuesdays for twelve weeks starting on April 3. and Sears Sealtby
consisting of two two hour programs staring Tuesday, Feb 20 [rom 6 10 B-PA

"t Mutual Aid Support Groups . . Weve had limited response [rom ull
the mutual aid support groups in the Northern ferkshires. so well try this
again Il you or vour orgamization sponsors @ mutual md support group,
please (1l out the following and send it to Al BashevEin, PO Box 1417
ﬂenmngmn VT 05201 for inclusion inlo & [uture newsleller.

Name of Support Group

Contact Person

Phone

When does your group meel 7

Location of meelings

Cost [or-meetings __________ Other info
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Feb 5 - Northern Berkshire Tonight - Chiannel 7 7250 PM

Feb & - Family Life Support Center Advisory Board
Nocth Adams City Hall  2:30 PM

Feb 7 - FACT Mecting  Haskins Community Cenler Noon

Feb & - Steering Committee NA City Hall 1:30 PM

Feb 9 - All Coalition Meeting * Legislaior s Forum 15t Baptist

Church of North Adams Corner Eagle and Main 5t
lenter on Eagle! 10 AM 10 Noon

Feb 9 - Northern Berkshire Tonight = Channel 7 730 PM

Feb 13 - Economic Developmeni Task Force [Depariment
Public Wellare | PM

Feb 22 -Parenting Issues Task Force : Northern Berkshire
United Way 85 Main 5t North Adams | PM

Feb 22 -Steering Committee NA City Hall iPM



“* Mobility Clinic from Unifed Cerebral Palsy News.. Thanksina
Unined Way Venure Grant, a wheelchair repair program has been
established in Berkshire County. Arthur Bud Fitzpairick is now operating
from a store front location at 47 | NortheStin Pitisfield 15 is called a
mobility clinic 4nd is operating on @ part tme basis 1o see if a full time
repalr program is {easible. Anvone nesding fervice of adaptations on iy
iherapeulic equipment should call the Mobility Clinic at 447-9555 11 Bud 15
not Lthere, the call will be transferred to Lthe UCP offica after the Jrd ring Al
imsurances. including medicare and Medicaid can be billed for these services

“** dnnouncing United Way Gifts in Kind"  The Northern Berkshire
United Wav. through its assocmtion with Gilts-in-Kind  Inc 2 natonal not lor
pruﬁl argantzation cremed by the United Way of America. can help vour 501
let | 31 dgency acquire merchandiss for only o minimal 2dminisirative fee.
Berkshire Counly agencies have been Wie recipients of copiers vacoum
cleaners. printers, caulking, conputer soltware. and clothing. Equipment
savings are redhized and clients are assisted wilh the distribulion dl items
ranging from household products totovs for children.  Avallable
unmediatelv are contributions of computer saltware from Lotus
Development Company and Microsoft Corporation. Ashton-Tate offers atno
cost Multi-Mate Word Processing. Other items include Verbatum [loppy
disks, Eastman Kodak blank video tapes. Redken products, accounting
binders, diapers, and disposable razors. Contacts are aisoavailable 1o obhiain
discounts on purchases of products and services ranging from
sommunications and alfice squipment Lo travel seryvices and liabjlity
insurance, For more information ¢all the NB United Way al 663-906.2.

“**flder Services Announces | Elder Services of Berkshire County and
AARP are sponsoring 8 Women $ Financial {nformation Frogram to be held
on consecutive Wednesday svenings from 6:30 to 850 beginning on
February 21 The lecture/workshop secies will run for seven weeks a1 the
Piitslield Senior Center, 33 Bradford St, Pintsfield. The cost [or the series I
£15 per pecson: scholarships ace avallanle. Pre-regisication i required For
more information, please call 499-1353

" Wellness works af North Adams Regional Hospital | Manv
apporiumities are avuilable for keeping our health through this diversiljed
preventon program at North Adams Regional Hospital. For more info,
contact Maria Rodriguez » 663-3701 1226 Their program includes
Strategies for Stress megiing on Thursdays from 7:30 10 &30 PM for (ive
weshs beginning Feh & Trimdowaiweight reduction for thase over 18
mesling on Wednesdavs from b6 10 8PM for twelve n'eehs starting Feb ™
Shapedowan [or overweight vouths [fom 12 10 |7 vearsl meeling on



1909 - 30 HORTENEM BERESEIRE HBALTH AND HUMAR
S$39Y¥1C38 COALITION SUPPORTERS :

ORGANIZATIONS INDIVIDUALS

5B Commitiee on Mental Retardation Jahn Howland, MD
Pregnamt Adolescent Support Sysiem 1PASS Al Nelson
American Red Cross Pumela knisiey
Berkshire Council on Aleahol and Addictions Al Bashevkin
Williametown Housing Authority Steve Green
Northern Berkshire Support Services Suzanns Walker
United Cerebral Palsy Len Radin

Mass Society for Prevention Cruelty to Children  [lane Baldury
Narthern Berkshire Umited Way Michele Ethier
Herkshire Sane/Freere Laren Fornev Austin
Adlib. Inc Kavie Miller
“orthern Berkshive Community Acuon Anthonv | Siracusa

Visiting Nurse Association of Northern Berkshire
Northern Berkshire Mental Health Association
Willlametown Council ofr Aging

AdLib North

Chiid Care of the Berkshires

Mass Department of Employment and Traiming
HelpLme, Inc

North Adame Regional Hospital

Women $ Services Cenler

Hospice of Northern Berkshire, inc

Adame Housing Authority

Town of Adams Community Development Dep 1
Berkshire Food Prmm

e e - —

YES. SIGN ME IJF AS A COALITION EIH'PEETEE for 1989-90 !

- ——— e e e e T i . W

“ome Tl ind 3100
Grganization C15mOrz 1325
Address ¢ S100.000 budget
Plhione = La Org (3501

| $100,000 budgels
Cheécks pavable to AHEG/NBHHSC Mail to Berkshire AHEC 725 Norcth St
Pinefiela Ma 01201
Areas ol Interest

Are you willing Lo be listed as Coalition Supporier Yes: L0Mn



" January 17. 1990
Uear Fellow Coalition Membors:

1 write toe vwou not im =y professional capacity m=E an
advocate for the developmentally disabled, but te express sy
feelings of outrage on a deeply personal level.

Boi a visuamll im rod rson in Northern Berkshire has
never hn:E easy. Hut lpnﬁnvn en fortunate to have made it

through the many battles with very few scars. A situation has
been brought to my attention by the Hay State Council of the
Blind which will not only effect the visually impaired, but the
elderly, and many physically disabled individuals throughoul Lhe
State of Massachusebts.

The Regional Library for the Blind and Physically
Handicapped is located at the Perkins School for the Biind. Thi=
library distributes books and sagazines in braille and recorded
form free to anv person who is legally blind or umable to road
conventional print material due to physical disability. The
"Talking book™ programs, and production of braille saterial i=s
primarily federally funded. The operation of the library depends
on funding from the State of Hassachusetis.

The average reader ofi these [f[orms of reading material
receives on Lhe average of 25 books per year. Uue to the sovere
cutback, it is projected that we are lucky ii we receoive 5. It
funding to the library is nol reinstated, 1t will close as ol
July 1. This means that persons who cannot read coaventional
material will not have access to any reading material.

Imagine mot being able to go home and relax with a book.
Imagine not being able to run to the library to look up something
vou need to know. How would you feel Lo have your basic right Lo
read taken away? [ know how [ feel. Outrage!

Pleage help we and other users of the library by contacting
our legislators and asking them to sake every effort Lo restore
funding te the Regional Library for the Biind and Physically
Hnndicapped. It I& everyone's right to read. Don't let Lthat be

takon asay!
Sincerely -
Doy (umbatF - Ygums

Nancy Humbolt-Trzcinski



